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From 2011-13, I had the privilege to serve as a dramaturg for Shakespeare at 
San Quentin. I am currently a lecturer in the Humanities and Literature at 
University of California, Santa Cruz, where I regularly screen clips of the 
Shakespeare at San Quentin productions. In the Spring of 2014, I taught a class 
devoted entirely to Hamlet, where we watched and discussed the 2012 
production of Hamlet that took place at San Quentin. In addition to being rapt by 
the performances, the students were moved (some to tears) by the therapeutic 
and life-changing experiences the men described in the post-show Q & A as well 
as in the “Stories from San Quentin” Parallel Plays. 

In conjunction with the Shakespeare Research Cluster at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz (UCSC), I screened the film Caesar Must Die and 
followed the showing with a 45-minute lecture about my work with Shakespeare 
at San Quentin; the discussion was lively, the participants engaged, and the 
colleagues that had come to see performances at San Quentin were eager to 
attest to the quality of performance and social value such work affords. In the fall 
of 2014, UCSC will screen the 2013 production of Merchant of Venice from 
Shakespeare at San Quentin, and will also feature a panel discussion about the 
role of arts in corrections, the place of prisons in our society, and the realities of 
life behind bars. The screening and panel are part of a major curriculum overhaul 
that I have pushed for in light of my work with Marin Shakespeare and 
Shakespeare at San Quentin, and it is an event that should garner more than 500 
attendees. Awareness of the amazing work done by Marin Shakespeare and 
Shakespeare at San Quentin is growing by leaps and bounds, and it is my hope 
that this Fall quarter’s events will broaden the audience to include hundreds of 
incoming freshmen and members of the Santa Cruz community at large.   
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