The language we use carries atremendous amount of

_ LAN G UAG E G U IDE meaning and perspedtive (bias). At Marin Shakespeare

mpany, we will try to use language that is not

= o a-= harmful. People are people first; when we use people
for communicating about the carceral system T S i

WE SAY WE SAY

PECPLEWHOARE INMATE, PRSCONER CONMCT, CHFENDER
INCARCHRATED INCARCHRATED PERCN

When we use these kinds of labels, we define people by the wotrst thing they have ever done, which is probably not the
person they are today.

PECPLEWHOHAVEBEEN CONMCTED CF VIAENTRMNALS SUPERPREDATCRS
VIGLENT(RMES

A conviction is not always an indication of guilt. Superpredators is a highly offensive and discriminatory term.

PECPLEWHOHAVE SURVIVED INCARCERATION, PECPLE FORVERLY | NCARCERATED PECPLE
WHOHAVE BEEN | NCARCERATED. RETURNED A TIZENS
RETURNED RESDENTS RETURNED ARTISTS

When possible, use people-first language first before using these three titles, which are shorthand. These titles all have
slightly different meanings and are not interchangeable.

PECPLEWHOHAVE BEEN MARGNALIZED, PECPLE MARGNALIZED PECPLE, TRAUMATI ZED PECPLE
WHOHAVE BEEN TRAUMATI ZED

No one chooses to be marginalized or traumatized, no one is doomed to being marginalized or traumatized forever.

SYSTEM IMPACTED (RMNAL

Includes people, families, and communities who are or have been arrested, discriminated against, oppressed, incarcerated

PRSONS CARHRAL FAQUTY CORRECTIONAL FAAUTIES UNLESSUEING THE
PROPERNAVECFARAQUTY

There is nothing "correct” about our prisons.

PERSONWHOWAS ISENS AVED JAE

No one can be legitimately ethically owned by another person. No person is in a separate class of humanity that is a
"slave.” People who were or are enslaved are people who have been abused by oppressors.

PERSONWHOENS AVEDY'S OTHERPECPLE SJAEOMER SAEHIDER

No one can legitimately ethically own another person.

SRAVCR G- EXUAL ASSAULT RAPEMCIIM

Victim implies a person without power; survivor implies a person with strength and power.

DRUG SUBSTANCEUSE DRUG SUBSTACEABUSE

User is a more accurate term. Abuser is dehumanizing. We recognize that drug and substance use is often a result of
self-medication for people who have been traumatized.
With thanks to the Underground Scholars Language Guide, created by survivors of incarceration:

https://undergroundscholars.berkeley.edu/blog/2019/3/6/language-guide-for-communicating-about-those-involved-in-the-carceral-system
For a detailed disability language style guide, visit The National Center on Disability and Journalism: hitps://ncdj.org/style-guide/






