
The language we use carries a tremendous amount of 
meaning and perspective (bias).  At Marin Shakespeare 
Company, we will try to use language that is not 
harmful. People are people first; when we use people 
first language, we acknowledge people's humanity. 

PEOPLE WHO ARE 
INCARCERATED

PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CONVICTED OF 
VIOLENT CRIMES

PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN MARGINALIZED, PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE BEEN TRAUMATIZED

SYSTEMIMPACTED

PRISONS, CARCERAL FACILITY

PERSON WHO WAS/IS ENSLAVED

PERSON WHO ENSLAVED/S OTHER PEOPLE

SURVIVOR OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

DRUG/SUBSTANCE USE

PEOPLE WHO HAVE SURVIVED INCARCERATION, PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED. RETURNED CITIZENS, 
RETURNED RESIDENTS, RETURNED ARTISTS

INMATE, PRISONER, CONVICT, OFFENDER, 
INCARCERATED PERSON

VIOLENT CRIMINALS, SUPERPREDATORS

FORMERLY INCARCERATED PEOPLE

MARGINALIZED PEOPLE, TRAUMATIZED PEOPLE

CRIMINAL

CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES UNLESS USING THE 
PROPER NAME OF A FACILITY

SLAVE

SLAVE OWNER, SLAVE HOLDER

RAPE VICTIM

DRUG/SUBSTACE ABUSE



Avoid using language that implies a White Savior 
Complex. Teaching Artists, outside audiences, and 
others learn as much from the participants as they do 
from us.

ARTISTS, ACTORS, PARTICIPANTS, ENSEMBLE 
MEMBERS

WE PROVIDE INVITATIONS AND TOOLS THAT 
PARTICIPANTS HAVE USED TO CHANGE THEIR LIVES

SELFEMPOWERMENT, SELFHEALING

THE ACTORS/GROUP/ENSEMBLE I WORK WITH

STUDENTS

MY/OUR ACTORS, MY/OUR GROUP

WE CHANGE/SAVE LIVES

REHABILITATION


